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SUMMARY: Service members' deployment can potentially influence their children's academic performance. This study
assessed the TerraNova test scores of 137 fourth and fifth graders who were dependents of Active Duty Service members
in 2006 and 2007. Results indicated that deployment had a negative effect on some children's academic performance but
not on others.

KEY FINDINGS:

e Fourth graders (but not fifth graders) with a deployed parent scored lower in the 2007 TerraNova test than fourth
graders whose parents did not deploy.

o All students' TerraNova results were within with the national normative range.

e Female students with a deployed parent scored lower than male students who also had a parent deployed.

IMPLICATIONS FOR PROGRAMS:
Programs could:
e Provide outreach services that increase awareness of available supports to children with a deployed parent
o Offer academic help and fun activities for children of Service members in order to increase children's physical
health, academic performance, and social-emotional development
e Provide parenting classes for Service members and their spouses to increase their parenting skills, especially during
deployment

IMPLICATIONS FOR POLICIES:
Policies could:
e Recommend that children with a deployed parent be offered additional support as needed (e.g., tutoring, home
visits) to improve their academic performance
e Encourage the development of workshops that teach Service members and military spouses how to offer their
children additional academic support during deployment
e Recommend professional development for professionals working with children of Service members to better
understand the unique stressors they have
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METHODS
e Students were recruited from two elementary schools; the method of recruitment was not reported. To be eligible
for the study students had to be the dependents of Active Duty Service members.
e Students received the TerraNova test in 2006 and 2007. The TerraNova test included reading, language, math,
science, social studies, and spelling sub-tests.
e Students were divided into two groups based on whether or not they had a deployed parent during the study
period, and the TerraNova test scores were compared between the two groups.

PARTICIPANTS
e Participants were 137 fourth (n = 87) and fifth (n = 50) graders who were dependents of Active Duty Service
members; the average age of the students was not reported.
e Most students (60%) were male, and the majority of students were White (62%), followed by Black (26%), Latino
(7%), and other (5%).
e The military service branches that the students' parents served in were not indicated.

LIMITATIONS
e The sample was recruited from two elementary schools on one military base; therefore, caution must be taken to
generalize the results to other military bases.
e Certain confounding variables, such as students' socioeconomic status, were not controlled, which may potentially
threat the validity of the study.
e The military service branches that the students' parents served in were not specified, so it is hard to generalize the
results to all military branches.

AVENUES FOR FUTURE RESEARCH
Future research could:
e Recruit students from various schools in different military bases to increase the generalizability of the study
e Explore how socioeconomic status may influence the association between parental deployment and students’
academic performance
¢ Examine the effect of parental deployment on children's other outcomes (e.g., mental health, social-emotional
development)
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